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deok- dio -Wofo ohoohe acts oÞnoÞo vie of eh rÞ ofe Je 
| HAD a variety of concerns and exerciſes 7» 


bout . my. ſoul. from my childhood ; but had 
two more remarkable ſeaſons of awakening, 
before I met with that change, by which I was 
brought to thoſe new diſpoſitions, and that new 
ſenſe of. things, that I have ſince had. The firſt 
ume was when I was a boy, ſome years befare I 
went to college, at a time of remarkable awakening- 

in my father's congregation. I was then very IS 
affected for many months, and concerned about 
the things. of religion, and my ſoul's ſalyation; and 
"as abundant in duties. I uſed to pray five times 
2 day in ſecret, and to ſpend much time in religious 
alk with other boys; and uſed to meet with them 
bo pray together. I experienced I know not what 
kind of delight in religion, My mind was much en- 
peed in it, and had much ſelf-righteous pleaſure,z 
nd it was my delight to abound in religious duties. 
L with ſome of my ſchool-mates joined together, 
ud built a booth in a ſwamp, in a very ſecret and 
kired place, for a place of prayer. And beſides, 
bad particular ſecret places of my own in the 
| | woods, 


ee onto ͤ U 


woods, Where I uſed to retite alone; and uſed to be 
from time to time, much affected. My affe dion: 
ſeemed to be lively and eaſily moved, and I ſeemed 
to be in my element when engaged in religious 
Duties. And I am ready to think, many ate de- 
ceived with ſuch affections, and ſuch a kind of de- 
light as I then had in religion, and miſtake it for 


Bur, in proceſs of time, my convictions and 
uffections wore off; and I entirely loſt all thoſe af. 
fections and delights, and left off ſecret prayer, at 

leaſt as to any conſtant performance of it; and re- 
turned like a dog to his vomit, and went on i 
ways of ſin. 
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Ixpe xp, I was at ſometimes very uneaſy, eſpe- 
eially towards the latter part of the time of my be 
ing at college. Till it pleaſed God, in my laſt ye: 
at college, at a time when I was in the midſt o 
many uneaſy thoughts about the ſtate of my ſoul 
to ſeize me with a pleuriſy; in which he brough 
me nigh to the grave, and ſhook me over the p 
of hell. Fn 
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Bor yet, it was not long after my recovery, be 
Jore 1 fell again ir o my old ways of fin. But Go 
would not ſuffer me to go on with any quietneſs 
but 1 had great and violent inward ſtruggles ; til 
after many conflicts with wicked inclinations, 
Was brought wholly to break off all former wicke 
Ways, and all ways of known outward fin; an 
to apply myſelf to ſeek my falvition, and practi 
the duties of religion: but without that kind of a 
fection and delight, that I had formerly experience 
My concern now wrought more by inward ſtruſſ 
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os and conflicts, \F A Gade I made i 
ns * my ſalvation the main buſineſs of my life. 
ed WT felt a ſpirit to part with all things in the world, | 
us for an intereſt in Chriſt, My concern continued Þ& | 
de- ind prevailed, with many exerciſing things and in- 
de- ud ſtruggles ; but yet it never ſeemed proper to ii ' 
for expreſs the coneern I had by the name of terror, | 
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Taz firft conviction that I remember in which I 


n 


and found any thing of that ſort of inward, ſweet delight TI 
1. n God and divine things, that I haye lived much in {| || 
» UE ce, was on reading theſe words, 1. Tim, i, 17. | x 
A * Now unto the king eternal, immortal, invifible, | | | & 


the only wiſe God, be honor and glory, for ever 8 : 
ind ever. Amen.” As I read the words, there 
ame into my ſoul, and was, as it were, diffuſed |: |} 


12 thro” it, a ſenſe of the glory of the divine being; 14 i 
| 1 new ſenſe, quite different from any thing I ever £1408 
* wperienced before. Never any words of ſcriptures |} |! 
c a emed to me as theſe words did. I thought with "F118 
* Wfelf, how excellent a being that was; and how ö [1 11 
W. kppy I ſhould be, if I might enjoy that God, and . 1 


* wrapt up to God in heaven, and be, as it were, 1 | 
allowed up in him. I kept faying, and as it were 


1 ing over theſe words of ſcripture to myſelf ; and 44 | 
8 | ſeat to prayer, to pray to God that I might enjoy ws i 

ad prayed in a manner quite different from 10 
s 5 ut I uſed to do; with a new ſort of affeQian, 14 
3 | W 1 [317 | 
red From about that time, I began to haye a new | Ill ol 
1 ad of apprehenſions and ideas of Chriſt, and the il! | 


WK of redemption, and the glorious way of falva- | 
i him, I had an inward, ſweet ſenſe of theſe [1711 1! 

S that at times came into my heart; and my | 
SE vas lead away in pleaſant views and contems | || 
ok them,” And my mind was greatly en- | | 
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ed to ſpend my . 4 reading and meditati 
eib Pee the beauty and excellency af 
perfon, and the lovely way of ſalvation, by free 
Frage in him, I found no books ſo delightful to 
15 as thofe that treated of theſe ſubjects. Thoſe 
words, Cant. ii. i. uſed to be abundantly with me; 
T an the role of Sharon, the lily of the valleys. The 
words ſeemed to me ſweetly to repreſent the loye- 
lineſs and beauty of IESsys CnRISsT. And the 
whale book of Canticles uſed to be pleaſant to me, 
zug I uſed to ber much in reading it about that 
time; and found, from time to. time, an inward 
ſweetneſs, that uſ N, as it were, to carry me away 
Mm my contemplations ; in What I know not how 
to expreſs otherwiſe, than by a calm, ſweet abſtrac- 
on of foul from all the concerns of this world; 
and a Kind of viſion, or fixed ideas and imaginati- 
ons, of being alone in the mountains, or ſome ſo- 
Ntary wilderneſs, far from all mankind, ſweetly con- 
6885 with, Chrift, and wrapt and ſwallowed up 
in God, The ſenſe I had of divine things, would 
often, of a ſudden, as it were, kindle up a ſweet 
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know not how to expreſs, 
6 No long after I firſt began to experience thels 
lings, I gave an account to my father of what had 
| , paſſed in my mind. I was pretty much affected by 
the diſcourle we had together. And when the con- 
| .verſation was ended, I walked abroad alone, in 4 
Fier place in my father's paſture, for contem- 
pPlation, And as I was walking there, and looking 
up on the ſky and clouds, there came into my mind 
fluch a ſweet ſenſe of the glorious majeſty and grace 
of God, as know not how to exprels, I ſeemed 


to ſes. them both. in a ſweet.conjuntion ; majcli] 
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burning in my heart; an ardor of ſoul, that | 
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( 
and meeknels Ns e : it was a ſweet, and 
18 gentle, and holy mazeſty ; and alſo a majeſtic meek- 
es neſs; an awful ſweetneſs ; a high, and great, and 
tn Wholy gentleneſs, _ {ly 


©: ren this my. (caſe of divine things gradually 


he WM encreated, and became more and more lively, an 
„e- Wh had more of that inward ſweetneſs, The appear, 
the Wance of every. thing was altered; there ſeemed t 
ne, be, as it were, a calm, ſweet caſt, or appearance 0 8 
hat vine glory in almoſt every thing. od's excel, 
ard Wlency, his wiſdom, his purity, and love, ſeemed 0 
way, WH appear in every thing; in the f „ Moon, and ſtars 
10w {Win the clouds and blue ſky ; in the graſs, flowers 


trees; in the water, and all nature; which uſec 
greatly to fix my mind. I often uſed to fit and vie 
the moon, for a long time; and ſo in the day time 


: (o- Wipent much time in viewing the clouds and ſky, to 
con-ehold the ſweet glory of God in thele things; in 
d up e mean time finging forth, with a low voice, my 
'ould {ſcontemplations of the creator and redeemer. And 


Karcely any thing, among ail the works of nature, 
hat 1 Bias ſo ſweet to me as thunder and lightning. For- 

werly nothing had been ſo terrible to we. I uſed 

d be a perſon uncommonly terrified with thunder: 
theſes end it uſed to ſtrike me with terror when I ſaw a 
wader-ftorm riſing. But now, on the contrary, 
Lrejoiced me, I telt God at the firft appearance 
la thunder ſtorm ; and uſed to take the opportu- 
Wy, at ſuch times, to fix myſelf to view the clouds, 


tem- Wind ſee the lightnings play, and hear the majeſtic 
king Wd awful voice of God's thunder; which often- 
mind ves was exceedingly entertaining, Jeading me to 
or cc d contemplations of my great and glorious | 
ewe and while I viewed, I uſed to ſpend my time, 


M always ſeemed natural to me, in finging or 
8 5 chaunting 
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chaunting forth my meditations; in ſpeaking my 
thoughts in ſoliloquies, with a ſinging voice. 


YT 

I felt a great ſatisfaction as to my good eſtate. 
But that did not content me. I had vehement en 
Longings of ſoul after God and Chriſt, and after I 
more HOLINESS ; wherewith my heart ſeemed to 
be Full, and ready to break { which often Lrought I Leave 
to my mind the words of the pfalmiſt, Pl cxix, 


28. 4% ſoul, breaketh for the longing it hath. 1 viten fi 


ſel a mourning and lamenting in my heart, hat! ; 
ad not turned to God ſooner, that I might have all thir 
had more time to grow in grace. My mind was rules o 
greatly. fixed on divine things; I was almoſt per- progrel 
petually in the contemplation of them, and the me upe 
moſt of my time was ſpent in thinking of them, eon 
year after year. And I uſed to ſpend abundance of gut, | 
my time in walking alone in the woods and ſoli- 0590 
tary places, for meditation, ſoliloquy and prayer, iciple 
and converſe with God, And it was always my er KA 
manner, at ſuc. times, to ſing forth my contem- "the A? 
plations. I was moſt conſtantly in ejaculatory 4 
rayer, wherever I was. Prayer ſeemed to be na- 
tural to me, by which the inward burnings of my "gk 
heart had vent, A 
Tus delights which I now felt in things of re- er pu 
ligion, were of a very different kind, from thoſe be- 1 
fore mentioned, which I had when I was a boy: 5 h 
They were totally of another kind; and what I then with 
had no more notion or idea of, than one born blind % and 
has of pleaſant and beautiful colors. THY were 08 Ig, | 
a more inward, pure, ſoul-animating, an refreſh tag] ar 
ing nature. Thoſe former delights never reach 6 er 
the heat, and did not ariſe from any ſight of t. "bo 
| 


gryne excellency of the things of God, or any tak 


W if hs, 
_ of the foul-fatisfying and life-giving good there jg 
y h them,” | 1 | Mai hug nd | i 
My ſenſe of divine things ſeemed gradually to 
e. encreaſe, til I went to preach at New-York. While 


it WF 1 was there, my longings after God and holineſs 


er pere much encreaſed. Pure and humble, holy and 
to heavenly chriſtianity appeared exceedingly amiable 
nt WM to me. I felt in me a burning defire to be in every 
X, W'thing a complete chriſtian, and conformed to the 
ten Viefled image of Chriſt ; and that I might live in 
all * according to the pure, ſweet, and bleſſed 
rules of the goſpel. I had an eager thirſting after 
progreſs in theſe things. My longings after it, put 
me upon paring and preſſing after them. It was 
my continual ſtrife day and night, and conſtant en- 
quiry, how I ſhould be more holy, and live more 


e of holily, and more becoming a child of God, and a 
ſoll- diſciple of Chrift, -I now $0UGHT AN ENCREASE 
Wer, er GRACE AND HOLINESS, AND THAT I MIGHT 
mur AN HOLY LIFE, WITH VASTLY MORE EAR- 
10 NESTNESS, THAN EVER I SOUGHT GRACE BE- 


FORE I HAD 1T.— I uſed to be continually ex- 

mining myſelf, and ſtudying and contriving for 

Ikely ways and means, how I ſhould live holly, 

mth far greater diligence and earneſtneſs than ever 
ever purſued any thing in my lite. 


Tur heaven I defired was a heaven of holineſs ; 


a by d be with God, and to ſpend my eternity in divine 
oy we, and holy communion with Chriſt. My mind 
\ ee much taken up with contemplations on 


Raven, and the enjoyments of thoſe there; and 
ng there in perfect holineſs, humility, and love. 
Mit uſed at that time to appear a great part of 


expreſs 


6 lappineſs of heaven, that there the ſaints could 
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what I felt within, I could not expreſs to God, and 
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eee ee 
bxprefs their Aru k It appeared to me x 


great clog and hindrance and burden to me, that 


ve vent to, as 1 desired. Thie inward ardor of 

y ſoul, ſeemed to be Hindered and pent up, and 
3 not freely flame out as it would. I uſed often 
fo think, bow, in heaven, this ſweet principle 
Mould freely and fully vent and expreſs itſelf. He. 
ven appeared to me exceedingly delightful as 2 
world of love. It appeared to me, that all happi- 
neſs confiſted in living in pure, humble, heavenly, 
Meine love. © $f 


I remember the thoughts I uſed then to have of 
holineſs,” I remember I then ſaid ſometimes to my- 
Telf, I do certainly know that I love holineſs, ſuch 
as the, goſpel preſcribes. It appeared to me, there 


was nothing in it but what was raviſhingly lovely, Wiz 
It appeared to me, to be the higheſt beauty and a- uns m 
miablenefs, above all other beauties : that it was a MiKconſid, 
dine beauty; far purer than any thing here upon truly x 
earth; and that every thing elſe was like mire, Nen: 
Hth and defilement, in compariſon of it. 1 conß 
 -HoLiwsss, as I then wrote down ſome of my On 
contemplations on it, appeared to me to be of er my 
ſweet, pleaſant, charming, ſerene, calm nature. It myſelf, 
ſeemed to me, it brought an inexpreſſible purity, ture, 
brightneſs, peacefulneſs, and raviſhment to the no 
ſoul : and that it made the ſoul like a field or gat owe 
den of God, with all manner of pleaſant flowers Wlkelicity, - 
that is all pleaſant, delightful, and undiſturbed; happine 
enjoying a ſweet calm, and the gentle vivityinite con 
beams of the ſun. The ſoul of a true chriſtian, ſhe, 
then wrote my meditations, appeared like ſuch eh, an 
little white flower, as we ſee in the ſpring of Gen + 
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herr z low and humble on the. ground, opening, it 
Pom, to receive the Pant ams cke En 
Vory g rejoicing, as it were, in a calm rapture; dif- 
| 4 around a ſweet fragrancy ; ſtanding peaceful- 
Hy and lovingly, in the midſt of other flowers round 


about; all in like manner opening their boſoms 
ple e drink in che light of the nm. 10 
Can | oy bs 54% to esta 
s WE Tauzne was no part of creature-holineſs, that I 
5pi- Wl nen, and at other. times, had fo, great a ſenſe of the 
aly, MW Bovdlineſs.of, as humility, brokenneſs of heart, an 


poverty of ſpirit: and there was nothing that I 
ſuch a ſpirit to long for. My heart, as it were, 


pantech after this, to lie low before God, and in the 
my- aaa; that I might be nothing, and that God might 
ſuch be All; that I might become as a little child. 
there es. = n N l 
wely, Wairls I was there at New-York, I ſometimes 
nd a- Mw much affected with reflections on my paſt life, 


conſidering how late it was before I began to be 
truly religious, and haw wickedly I had lived till 
then z and once ſo as to weep abundantly, and for 
i conſiderable. time together. + Ne Fa 


of os For. 12, 1722, I made a ſolemn dedication 
e of A myſelf to God, and wrote it down; giving up 
ure. Itſelf, and all that I had, to God; to be, for the 

uri, ure, in no reſpe&t my own; to act as one that 
to th*iflad no right to himſelf in any reſpect. And ſolemn- 
or gat vowed to take God for my whole portion and 
owers illicit ; looking on nothing elſe as any part of my 
urbed appineſs, nor acting as if it were: and His law fot 
witze conſtant. rule of my obedience : engaging, to 
ſtian, bt, with all my might, againſt the world, the 
» ſuch en, and the devil, to the end of my life. But haye 
ue de be infiaitely bumbled, when I conſider 
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niche men 1 have fanèd bf anföbering iny obligation, 


intereſt of religion in the world. 
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place, on the banks of Hudjen's river, at ſome diſ- 7 "ay! 
tance from the city, for contemplation on divine Anf 
things, and ſecret converſe with God; and had - l 
many ſweet hours there. Sometimes Mr. $S— b. io 
And f walked together, to converſe of the things of * 
| - God; and our conver ſation uſed much to turn on , 
- advancement of Chriſt's kingdom in the world, Ub 
and. the glorious things that God would accom- * 
pliſh for bis church in the latter days. 1 10 
3 V: 5 | , Y 
Thad then, and at other times, the greateſt de- 100 1 
light in the holy Scriptures, of any book whatſoevet. wa of 5 
Oftentimes in reading it, every wort! ſeemed to 


touch 'm y heart, I fett-an barmony between "I that |; 
8 | thin | 
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thing i my heart and. thoſe' ſweet and powerful - |} 
words. emed often ta ſee much light, exhibit- 
ed in every ſentence, and ſuch refreſhing raviſhing 
food communicated, that I could not get along in 
reading. I uſed oftentimes to dwell long on one 
ſentence, to ſee the wonders contained in it; and 
yet almoſt every ſentence feemed to be full of 


wonders. 


I came away from New-Yr+ in the month ot 
fpril, 1723, and had a moſt bitter parting with 
Mrs. S— and her ſon. My heart ſeemed to me 
within me, at leaving the family and city, where 
had enjoyed ſo many ſweet and pleaſant days. I 
vent from. New-York to HFeather:field by Water, 
As I failed away, 1 kept fight of the city as long as 
I could ; and when I was out of fight of it, it would 
affect me much to look that way, with a. kind 9 
melancholy mixed with ſweetnels. However, th 
night after this ſorrowful parting, I was greatly 
omforted in God at Het- Cheſter, where we went 
alhore to lodge: and I had a pleaſant time of it all 
be voyage to Saybrook. It was ſweet to me to think 
if meeting dear chriſtians in heaven, where we 


1* hould never part more. At Sgybrookt we went a- 

d had ore to lodge on Saturday, and there kept Sab- 

Kare, dath , where I had a {weet and refreſhing es 

ings *s | | | 

—_— Artzr_I_ came home to Windſor, I remained 
1 


uch in a like frame of mind, as 1 had been in at 
ab- Tori; but only ſometimes felt my heart ready 
d fink, with the thoughts of my friends at Neo- 
rt, And my refuge and ſupport was in contem- 
ations on the heavenly fate; as I find in my 
uy of May. 1, 1723. It was my comfort to think 
gt Kate, where there is fulneſs of joy; where 
| reigns 


* « 
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r heavenly, fs calm, "and delightful love, 
without alloy; where there are continually the 
deareſt expreſſions of this love j where is the enjoy. 
ment of the perſons joved, without ever parting; 

here theſe perſons, 50 oper ſo lovely in this 
world, will really be inexpreſſibly more lovely, and 
full of love to us. And how fweetly will the mu- 
tual lovers join together to ſing the praiſes of God 
and, the Lamb! How full will it fill us with joy, Nous e 
to think, that this enjoyment, theſe ſweet exerciſes MW that | 
will never ceaſe or come to an end; but will laſt than 
to all. eternity! | - 


In September 1725, J was taken ill at Mu- Jun h. 
Haben; and endeavouring to go home to Vinaſir, N nous 

Was ſo ill at the North village, that I could go no Chrif 
zarther.: Where I lay fick for about a quarter of a {lovely 
of year. And in this ſickneſs, God was pleaſed o The 

vifit me again with the ſweet influences of Hu the m 
Spirit. My mind was greatly engaged there in di- 

vine, pleaſant contemplations, and longings of ſou. I ha 
T obſerved, that thoſe who watched with me, would 
often be looking out for the morning, and ſeemed 
to wiſh for it: which brought to my mind thoſe 
Words of the pſalmiſt, which my ſoul, with ſweet 
neſs, made its own language: My ſoul waiteth fe 
the Lord, more than they that watch for the morning; 
J more than they that watch for the morning 
And when the light of the morning, and the beam 
of the ſun came in at the windows, it refreſhed m 
ſoul from one morning to another, It ſeemed 1 
me to be ſome image of the ſweet light of God 
glory. 1 8 1 ee k | 
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I remember, about that time, I uſed great 
Jong for the converſion of ſome that I was co 
oh ee ; cerat 
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wrded with. It ſeemed to me, I could gladly ho- 
Pour them, and with delight be a ſervant to them, 
and lie at their feet, if they were but truly holy. 


Bur ſome time after this, I was greatly diverted 
in my mind, with ſome temporal concerns, that 
11u- Wexceedingly took up my thoughts, greatly to the 
wounding of my foul : and went on through vari- 
ous exerciſes, that it would be tedious to relate, 
that gave much 'more experience of my own heart, 
than ever I had betore. 


Since I came to live at Northampton, I have of- 
ten had complacency in God, in views of His glo- 
nous perfections, and the excellency of Jeſus 


» 0 WChriſt, God has appeared to me, a glorious and 
of a Milovely being, chiefly on account of His holineſs. 
ed toe The holineſs of God has always appeared to me 
Hs the molt lovely of all His attributes. | 

n di | | 


T have loved the doctrines of the goſpel : they 
have been to my ſoul like -green paſtures. The 


emed goſpel has ſeemed to me to be the richeſt treaſure ; 
thoſeWthe treafure that I have moſt defired, and longed 
weet chat it might dwell richly in me. The way of ſal- 
on by Chriſt, has appeared in a general way, 


viorious and excellent, and moſt pleaſant and beau- 


ning dul. It has often ſeemed to me, that it would in 
bean Wi? great meaſure peil heaven, to receive it in any o- 
ed m er way. That text has often been affecting and 
ned Melighttul to me, Jai. xxxii. 2. 4 man all be an 


Main place from the wind, and a covert from the 
lempeſt, Sc. 9 | 


IT has often appeared ſweet to me, to be united 
Þ Chrift'z to have Him for my head, and to be a 
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member of His body: and ale to haye Chriſt for 


Except ye be canverted,. and become as little children, 


- ceive ſalvation of Him, poor in ſpirit, and quite 


in All; and to live by faith on the Son of God, a 


the name of Chriſt, or the name of ſome attribute 
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my teacher and prophet. I very often think, with 
ſweetneſs, and longings, and pantings of ſoul, of 
being a little child, taking hold of Chriſt, to be led 
by Him through the wilderneſs of this world, That 
text in Matt. xviii. has often been ſweet to me: 


. Tlove to think of coming to Chriſt, and to re- 


empty of ſelf ; humbly exalting Him alone; cut 
entirely off from my own root, and to grow into, 
and cut of Chriſt i to have God in Chriſt to be All 


lite of humble, unfeigned confidence in' Him. 


\ SomeTIMEs only mentioning a ſingle word, 


cauſes my heart to burn. within me: or only ſecing ae 


an ard 


of God. And God has appeared glorious to me, on drearhy 


account of the Trinity. It has made me have ex- 


alting thoughts of God, that he ſubſiſts in three . 
perſons; FAr HER, Sox, and HoLy Ghost. Onc 
1 $6596 Lo 4497 . Wealth, 
Tas. ſweetet joys and delights I have experi- 


A reti 
enced; have not been thoſe that have ariſen from a i an 


hope of my own good eſtate; but in a direct view 
of the glorious things of the goſpel. When | en- 
joy this ſweetneſs, it ſeems to carry me above the 
thoughts of my own fate eſtate, It ſeems at ſuch 
times @ 4% that I cannot bear, to take off my eye 
from the glorious, pleaſant object I behold without 


view, 
the £ 
an; ; 
weet g. 
cenſion 
and ſwe 


me, to turm my ee in upon my/elf „and my own fon e 
good eftate. | : | xcellen 
72 | Ind co 
Mr heart has been much on the advancement an jud; 
ol Chriſt's kingdom in the world. The hitoun part 
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"ny hen ſweet to — When I have read hiſtories of 

16 aft ages the pleaſanteſt thing in all my reading has 

15 ants vt the kingdom of Chriſt being pro- 
at 


moted. And when I have expected, in my read- 
ne: ing, to come to any ſuch thing, I have reckoned 
e, pon it all the way as I read. And mv mind has 
len een moch entertained and delighted, with the 


lite ſcripture promiſes and prophecies, of the future 
bor glorious advamcement of Chriſt's kingdom on earth. 
int, | 
All have ſometimes had a ſenſe of the excellent ful- 
0, 2 beſs of Chriſt, and His meetneſs and ſuitableneſs as 


Saviour; whereby He has appeared to me, far a- 
dove all, the chief of ten thouſands. And His blood 


yord, and atonement has appeared ſweet, and His righte- 
ecing euſneſs ſweet; which is atways accompanied with 
mo an ardeney of Spirit, and inward ſtrugglings and 
e, 0 


dreathings; and groanings, that cannot be uttered, 
to-be-emptied of myſelf, and ſwallowed up in Chriſt, 


CEE RY * * | 

Once, as I rode out into the woods for my 
health, Anno 17 37, and having got from my horſe in 
{retired place; as my manner commonly has been, 
walk for divine contemplation and prayer; I had 
view, that for me was extraordinary, of the glory 
the Son of God; as mediator between God and 
an; and His wonderful, great, full, pure, and 


t ſuc Wet grace and love; and meek and gentle conde- 
1 ©* Senfion, This grace, that appeared to me ſo calm 
bithat Ne [weet, appeared great above the heavens., The 
on erſon of Chriſt appeared ineffably excellent, with an 


Keellency great enough to ſwallow up all · thoughit 
nd conception. Which continued, as near as J 
njudge, about an hour; which kept me, the big. 
part of the time, in a flood of tears, and weep- 

| | ing 


of the pat . of Chriſt kingdom, have 
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ing aloud.” -I felt-withal,) an andeney of ſoul to be, 


the ſun in its glory, ſweetly and pleaſantly diffuſing 


humility of all mankind. - Others ſpeak of thei 


myſelf}, chat J ought to be humbled down below hell 
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what 1 know not otherwiſe how to expreſs, than to 
be emptied and annihilated; to lie in the duſt, and 
to be full of Chriſt alone; to love Him with a holy 
and pure love ; to truſt in Him; to live upon Him; 
to ſerve and followm Him, and to be totally wrapt 
up in the fulneſs of Chriſt ; and to be perfectly 
ſanctiſied and made pure, with à divine and hea- 
venly putity.— have ſeveral other times had views 
very much of the ſame nature, and that have had 
the ſame effects. | 


I have many times had a ſenſe; of the glory of 
the third perſon in the Trinity, in his office of 
Sanctifier ;' in his Holy operations communicating 
divine light and life to the ſoul. God, in the com- 
munications of His Holy Spirit, has appeared as an 
infinite fountain of divine glory and ſweetneſs; be- 
ing full, and ſufficient to fill and ſatisfy the foul : 
pouring forth itſelf in ſweet communications, like 


light and lite. 
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I have greatly longed of late, for a broken heart 
and to lie low before God. And when I aſk tor 
humility of God, I cannot bear the thoughts oz 
being no more humbled, than other chriſtians, I 
ſeems ro me, that, though their degrees of hum 
lity may be ſuitable. for them; yet it would. be 3 
vile ſelt-exhaliation in me, not to be the le 


longing to be humbled to the duſt, Tho' that ma 
be a proper expreſſion for them, I always think fo 


On one Saturday night, I had ſuch a ene e 
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ett ndbleſieda thing. it was to walk in the way 
of. duty, to do that which was right and meet — 
lone, andragreeable-to-the holy mind of God; that 
+ cauſed me to break forth into a kind of loud 
weeping, which. held me ſome time; ſo that I was 
forced to ſhut myſelf up, and faſten the doors. 1 
could not hut, as it were, cry out, How happy 

are they which do that which is right in the ſight of 
xd! They are bleſſed indeed, they are the hap- 


px.ones FP. 
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a You. 125 1723. I this day ſolemnly re- 
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+ be- my ſelf- dedication to God. I have been 
ſoul: Nite God and have given myſelf, all that I am 

„ like * have, to: God fo that 1 am not, in atry reſpett, f 
Fuſing e own : I can challenge no right in myſelf; 1 


Ul challenge no right in this underſtanding, this 
V Tee affections that are in me; neither have 


1 heart night to this body, or any of its members: 


ic toro © to this tongue, theſe hands, nor feet: no 
hes ol 9 theſe?! ſenſes; theſe eyes, theſe ears, this 
ns, | Alter Þhave given myſelf clear away, and 
bum . etained any thing as my own. I have 
debe God this morning, und told Him that I 
qu ſelf wholly to Him. I have given every 
of theiß de to Him; fo that, for the future, I will chal- 
hat M28 80 right in myſelf, in any reſpect. I have ex- 
hink fa promiſed Him, and do now promiſe Al- 
low bel e God, that by. His grace Iwill not. I have 


! morning told Him, that I did take him for my 
portion and felicity, looking on nothing elle 
* ; ö * as 
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as any part of . my' happineſs, nor z As i 
were ; and His law for the conſtant rule of my , 
bedience: and would fight with all my might 
gainſt the world, the fleſh, and the devil, to dle 
of my life. And did believe in Jeſus Chrit, and 
receive Him as a prince and à ſavibur; and woul 
adhere to the faith and obedienee of the goſpel 
how hazardous and: difficult ſoever'ithe profeſſion 
and practice of it may he. That I did receive the 
bleſſed Spirit, as teacher, ſanctifier, and com. 
forter ; . is motions to enlighten, 


. and aſſiſt me. This ! 

| pra) God, for the fake of Chr, 
tlas Alk deddeation; und to receive 
al , A : * 2 His own, nenden with me in 
all reſpects a8fuch:; whe h its me or proſ- 
mac Whatever! Ae 0. do h we, 
N owbencetorth, Fam not to at 
ele as OW act as my own, 
evermake uſe t any sf my powers to any thing 
not 0 the co of God, and don't make 


if I am: any wa) 
Scauſe of injuries 
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angle if bans angry. 


S revenge; if 1 do hing, purely to pleaſe i m. 


or if Layoid ang thing for the ſake of my 


Tom pee it is great ſelf-. 
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were ; and His Jaw for the conſtant rule of my ,, 
bedience: and would fight with all my + mi ig 
* gainſt the world, the fleſh, and the devil, to thee 
of my life. And did believe in Jeſus Chritt, and 
receive Him as a prince and a ſavibur; and woul 
adhere to the faith and obedienee of the goſpel 
how hazardous and: difficult ſoever the profeſſion 
and ptactice of it may be. That I did receive the 
bleſſed Spirit as teacher, ſanctifier, and com- 
forter; a is motions to enlighten, 


puri confix N, and aſſiſt me. Ibis ! 
have e., pray God, for the ſake of Chil, 
to] e itlas a ſelf-dedication ; and to receive 
me n entirely His own, and. deal with mein 


heatflicts me or pro- 
rtever Hes pleaſes do with me, 
BHS 4N owhenceforth, Fam not to 2d 


all ee ſuch; whether 


5 own, 1 Fall act as my own, 
if eva Make ue f any gf powers to any thing 
thay eg Sog, and don't make 
they prifying- mem whole: and entire buſin-'s 


tions; if ! *£ 
if I am: any wa) 
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5 revenge; if Ido hig, purely to pleaſe m 


or if I ayoid anyone for the ſake of my 
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